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Present:	Cynthia Rainey, Tory Lambert, Jim Sommer, David Karr, Christian Fisher 
Visitors:	Tom McKean, Select Board liaison; Dick Jamison, Finance Committee liaison, Gerald Vigneron, newly appointed but not sworn in Board Member
Staff:		Town Assessor, R. Lane Partridge


Chair Rainey called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM in the Assessors Office Conference Room, 24 Court Lane, Concord.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES
February 11, 2016 – Regular and Executive Sessions
On a MOTION made by Mr. Sommer, seconded by Mr. Karr, it was VOTED UNANIMOUSLY to ACCEPT the minutes of the regular and executive session meetings of the Board on February 11, 2016, with minor typographic corrections.

March 10, 2016 – Regular and Executive Sessions

On a MOTION made by Mr. Sommer, seconded by Mr. Karr, it was VOTED UNANIMOUSLY to ACCEPT the minutes of the regular and executive session meetings of the Board on March 10, 2016, with minor typographic corrections.

				
TOWN ASSESSOR							
MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE TAX ABATEMENTS 
Mr. Partridge presented an End of Month Report on total motor vehicle excise tax abatements for April 2016:

FY2015 	$        79.69
FY2016  	$ 11,036.02
On a MOTION made by Mr. Sommer, seconded by Mr. Karr, it was UNANIMOUSLY VOTED to APPROVE the motor vehicle tax abatements for FY15 and FY16, as designated in the End of Month Report for April 2016 and listed above.
Mr. Partridge explained the size of the 2016 abatements, saying that timing and proof by the owner of the disposition of a car mid year accounts for the large number.


DISCUSSION OF VERIZON ATB CASES		
Mr. Partridge said the Massachusetts Association of Assessing Officers  (MAAO) will ask all assessors to appeal the Department of Revenue’s value for telephone companies. This matter has been going on for 15 years. FY 2010–2017 are going to be tried at the Appellate Tax Board in April 2017, after an 8-year wait to schedule a case for hearing. If the town loses, it pays interest at 8% all the way back to 2010. The MAAO thinks that multiple assessors’ appeals will put pressure on the DOR and the ATB. This Board has already voted to contribute money to the case, in which 30 communities are involved. Mr. Sommer asked whether any town has signed up as the lead, and Mr. Partridge said no. In the past, the ATB has assigned the lead to Boston. This time, a group of assessors attended a pretrial conference and got the ATB commissioner to schedule all the cases under on trial.

Mr. Partridge said that he would be sending two appeals to the ATB along with the $65 filing fee.

Mr. Lambert asked whether there is significant new work on the telephone lines going on in Concord. Mr. Partridge said there isn’t here, but there is in other communities where FIOS and fiber optic are being installed.

Mr. Jamison of the Finance Committee asked for overview. Mr. Partridge explained that the value of telephone equipment is set by the DOR, as required by statute. In 2002, the DOR changed how it valued telephone equipment. This started a huge battle among Verizon, the DOR, and municipalities. The municipalities have to apply the value set by the DOR. Verizon appeals the values and the municipalities are caught in the middle.  The municipalities can’t set or change the value, just pay if Verizon wins its appeals. Concord, along with other communities, is trying to send a message to Verizon and the DOR. Concord has assessed approximately $518,000 in taxes that Verizon wants this reduced by 50%. The municipalities have hired a lawyer to try all cases for communities that join in. The total cost for the lawyer to represent all communities joining the group is approximately $500,000. The municipalities are trying to figure out how to pay this bill. If it’s based on value, Concord’s portion would be approximately $4,000.


BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS

Ms. Rainey said that it was time to appoint a new chair.	

Mr. Lambert noted that he is an outgoing member and vice chair, and that in the past and for the sake of continuity the Board has given the role of chair to a member who has been a chair before and who is about to go off the Board. With that background, Mr. Lambert proposed that Mr. Karr be the next chair. Mr. Karr accepted.

On a MOTION made by Mr. Lambert, seconded by Ms. Rainey, it was UNANIMOUSLY VOTED to APPROVE Mr. Karr as chair of the Board for the coming year.
On a MOTION made by Mr. Lambert, seconded by Mr. Sommer, it was UNANIMOUSLY VOTED to APPROVE Ms. Rainey as vice chair of the Board for the coming year.

Mr. Lambert reported that there won’t be any further meetings of the Tax Fairness Committee this summer. After Town Meeting, the committee will now try to shepherd home rule legislation through the legislature. Mr. Lambert recommended that a BOA member serve as a liaison to the Tax Fairness Committee. Mr. McKean of the Select Board said that Select Board chair Lawson has written to two legislators urging them to taking up Concord’s proposal.

Mr. Partridge said that Sudbury had a three-year trial period with its tax exemption program for seniors, and then submitted a new bill to make it permanent with a local option for every other town. This bill should come to the floor before the end of the session in July. If Sudbury succeeds, its version could apply to all communities. Mr. Partridge noted that there are small differences between Sudbury and Concord, chiefly, the value of a house. Concord uses the median, whereas Sudbury uses the average. Mr. Lambert said that a BOA liaison could advocate for the version that Concord proposes. Ms. Rainey suggested putting this on the next meeting agenda.

Mr. Lambert said that next he will have a seat on the Comprehensive Long Range Planning Committee. Ms. Rainey expressed the appreciation of all for Mr. Lambert’s service on the Board of Assessors. Mr. Karr noted that Mr. Lambert re-did the whole procedure of running abatement hearings, in particular adding the 5-minute rule for an applicant to speak after which the Board deliberates. This avoids lengthy, circular, sometimes personal conversations, and has contributed to a smoother process.

Mr. Sommer asked whether Mr. Vigneron had been approved as a new member. Mr. Partridge stated that the Select Board has appointed Mr. Vigneron, and now he just needs to be sworn in.

There were no other Board member comments.

As the Board prepared to move to executive session, visitors at the regular meeting left.

ADJOURNMENT
At 7:46 PM, on a MOTION made by Mr. Sommer and seconded by Mr. Rainey, it was UNANIMOUSLY VOTED to enter executive session in compliance with Open Meeting Law purpose # 7 (“To comply with, or act under the authority of, any general or special or federal grant-in-aid requirements”) and for the purpose of hearing exemption applications, and to adjourn thereafter.


Respectfully submitted,
Emily Wheeler
Recording Secretary  

Documents consulted or reviewed at meeting: 
MV Excise End of Month Report April 2016



